LIBERTY

It goes without saying that Russell's * natural gifts *
(or, as we say more strictly, his genotype) were of
importance to the outcome. But that is only to say that
the material conditions the finished product. Society
is well aware that it cannot make a silk purse out of a
sow's ear or, except in special circumstances, a don out
of a cretin. But it is also aware that out of iron ore you
can make rocks, bridges, ships, or micrometers, and,
out of that plastic material, man's genotype, you can
make Aztecs, ancient Egyptians, Athenians, Prussians,
proletarians, parsons, or public schoolboys.
It also goes almost without saying that a man is not
a hat. He is a unique social product, the original of
Butler's fantasy of machines that gave birth to machines.
He himself is one of those machines. The essential truth
about man, as compared with hats, is that he is not a
hat, but the man who wears it. And the essential truth
about this fashioning process of man by society, is that
the fashioning is primarily of his consciousness, a process
that does not take place with anything else. Now it is
precisely because society elaborates his consciousness,
that man, although a social product like a hat, is capable
of free will, whereas a hat, being unconscious, is not
capable of free will. The coming-to-be of a man, his
* growing up ', is society fashioning itself, a group of
consciousnesses, themselves made by previous con-
sciousnesses, making another.  So the torch of liberty
is handed on, and burns still blighter. But it is in living
that man's consciousness takes its distinctive stamp, and
living is simply entering into social relations.
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